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Statement of the General Secretariat of the European Council for Fatwa and Research
on Determining the Beginning of the Months of Ramadan and Shawwal
for the Year 1447 AH /2026 CE

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and may peace and blessings be upon the one
whom Allah sent as a mercy to all creation, upon his family, his companions, and all who
follow his guidance until the Day of Judgment.

The General Secretariat of the European Council for Fatwa and Research takes this blessed
occasion to call upon Muslims everywhere to hold fast to the Rope of Allah, to uphold unity,
and to strengthen bonds of brotherhood, recalling the words of Allah Almighty:

“And hold firmly to the Rope of Allah all together and do not become divided. And remember
the favor of Allah upon you—when you were enemies and He brought your hearts together,
and you became, by His favor, brothers ...” (Al ‘Imran: 103).

We also ask Allah Almighty to accept from all their fasting, prayers, and righteous deeds, and
to make these blessed days a source of goodness and blessing for His servants on earth.
Indeed, He is the Guardian of that and fully capable of it.

On this occasion, the General Secretariat announces the determination of the crescents of the
months of Ramadan and Shawwal for the Hijri year 1447 AH / 2026 CE, in accordance with
the resolutions of the First Session of the Unified Hijri Calendar Committee held in Istanbul
from 2629 Dhu al-Hijjah 1389 AH (27-30 November 1978 CE); based on what was
affirmed by the International Islamic Figh Academy in its Resolution No. (18) at its Third
Conference in 1986; and in accordance with the conditions adopted by the European Council
for Fatwa and Research in its decision issued during its Nineteenth Ordinary Session held
from 8—12 Rajab 1430 AH (30 June — 4 July 2009 CE).

This is further supported by the outcomes of the scientific seminar held in Paris on 12—13
Rabi‘ al-Awwal 1433 AH (4-5 February 2012 CE), entitled “The Beginning of Hijri Months
and the Hijri Calendar,” which was attended by a distinguished group of scholars in
jurisprudence and astronomy, and during which several juristic and astronomical studies were
presented. It also takes into account the resolutions of the International Conference on the
Determination of Lunar Months between scholars of Islamic law and astronomical
calculation, as well as what was affirmed by the International Islamic Figh Academy of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation during its meeting held from 19-21 Rabi* al-Awwal
1433 AH (11-13 February 2012 CE), which was attended by a large number of jurists and
astronomers.

Additionally, it is based on the outcomes of the International Conference on the Unification of
the Hijri Calendar held in Istanbul from 21-23 Sha‘ban 1437 AH (28-30 May 2016 CE), with
participation from more than seventy countries represented by ministries of awqaf, fatwa
institutions, scholars, jurists, and astronomers, as well as representatives of most juristic
councils worldwide. The conference adopted a set of fundamental principles and criteria,
among the most important of which are:
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that the basis for the commencement of a lunar month is its establishment by definitive
means;

that precise scientific astronomical calculations inform us in advance, with certainty,
of the possibility of a valid sighting and do not contradict its realization;

that differences in horizons (ikhtilaf al-matali‘) are not to be considered, in light of the
generality of the Prophetic instruction: “Fast upon seeing it and break the fast upon
seeing it” (agreed upon), and his saying %: “Your fasting is the day you all fast, your
breaking of the fast is the day you all break the fast, and your sacrifice is the day you
all sacrifice.” (Reported by Abti Dawiid, Ibn Ma3jah, and al-Tirmidh1, who
authenticated it.)

Based on the above, the General Secretariat announces the following:

1.

2.

First: The Crescent of the Month of Ramadan 1447 AH

Precise astronomical calculations confirm that the conjunction will occur at 12:01 PM
(noon and one minute) Coordinated Universal Time (UTC/GMT) on Tuesday, 17
February 2026, corresponding to 29 Sha‘ban 1447 AH, which is 3:01 PM local time in
Makkah al-Mukarramabh.

Accordingly, it will not be possible to sight the crescent after sunset on 29 Sha‘ban
1447 AH, either with the naked eye or using telescopes and observational instruments.

Therefore, the first day of the blessed month of Ramadan 1447 AH, Allah willing, will be
Thursday, 19 February 2026.

May Allah accept from us and from you fasting, night prayers, and righteous deeds.

Second: The Crescent of the Month of Shawwal 1447 AH / 2026 CE

1.

Precise astronomical calculations confirm that the conjunction of the Shawwal
crescent will occur at 1:23 AM UTC (GMT) on Thursday, 19 March 2026,
corresponding to 29 Ramadan 1447 AH, which is 4:23 AM local time in Makkah al-
Mukarramah.

Accordingly, it will be possible to sight the crescent of Shawwal after sunset on
Thursday, 19 March 2026, corresponding to 29 Ramadan 1447 AH, in North America,
the northern part of South America, and Western Europe, either with the naked eye or
using telescopes and observational instruments.

Thus, the first day of Shawwal (‘Eid al-Fitr) for the year 1447 AH, Allah willing, will be
Friday, 20 March 2026.

We ask Allah Almighty that Muslims welcome the blessed month of Ramadan in goodness,
security, and peace, and that He accept from us and from you all righteous deeds.
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